
September 21, 2005 
 
The Honorable Gale A. Norton 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Norton: 
 
We are writing to express our support for a provision contained in the National Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 that authorizes you to provide royalty natural gas to low-income consumers at a reduced 
price.   Together, we represent a broad spectrum of energy producers and providers, state 
officials, consumer interest organizations, and charitable organizations that work together to keep 
the homes of low-and fixed-income households heated in the winter and cooled in the summer. 
 
The tight fuels market and the devastating impact of Hurricane Katrina will put low- and fixed-
income energy consumers at great risk.  According to the Energy Information Agency, heating 
fuel expenditures this winter will increase 69 percent to 77 percent for natural gas in the Midwest; 
17 percent to 18 percent for electricity in the South; 29 percent to 33 percent for heating oil in the 
Northeast; and 39 percent to 43 percent for propane in the Midwest.  Heating costs for the 
average family using heating oil are projected to hit $1,666 during the upcoming winter.  This 
represents an increase of $403 over last winter’s prices and $714 over the winter heating season 
of 2003-04.  For some families using natural gas, heating costs during a normal winter could hit 
$1,568, representing an increase of $611 from last year’s bills and $643 from 2003-04.  
 
Section 342 (J) of the National Energy Policy Act of 2005 provides the federal government with a 
new and innovative tool to help low-income energy consumers.   The provision authorizes the 
Department of Interior to provide preference to low-income consumers when distributing royalty 
gas.  While there are many ways in which to implement this program, it is most important to act 
quickly and to ensure that low-income energy consumers are the beneficiaries of this program.   
 
We believe you have a unique opportunity to help low-income consumers make it through 
increasingly difficult times by implementing this new royalty gas program.  We stand ready to 
assist you in developing this program, and will provide any support necessary to get it off the 
ground in time for the upcoming winter heating season.  
 

Respectfully, 
 

 
The American Gas Association  
The American Public Gas Association 
The Campaign for Home Energy Assistance 
The Domestic Petroleum Council 
The Edison Electric Institute 
The National Association of Regulatory  
        Utility Commissioners 
The National Association of State  
        Community Services Programs                                                                                                                                                
The National Association of State Energy  
        Officials 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Association of State 
       Utility Consumer Advocates  
The National Energy Assistance  
       Directors’ Association 
The National Fuel Funds Network 
The Natural Gas Supply Association 
The New Mexico Oil and Gas Association 
Philcon Development Co. 
The Tennessee Oil and Gas Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


