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Extreme Heat is Deadly



Extreme Heat is a Utility 
Justice Issue

Rising 
Bills

Power 
Shutoffs

Energy 
Poverty

• 8% increase in 

summer utility bills

• Average bill of 

$709 

• 16% of 

households are in 

energy poverty

• 500,000 shutoffs 

this year

• 5.7 million shutoffs 

2020-2022



LIHEAP and Extreme Heat

• Only 7% of LIHEAP funding goes to 
cooling needs 

• 4 deadliest states (TX, NV, WA, and CA) 
have received least amount of $/person 
($91/person since 2001 vs VT at 
$921/resident)





The Stafford Act



Labor, Environmental, 
Public Health Groups 
Petition FEMA
To include extreme heat and wildfire as 
“major disasters” in the Stafford Act



Heat 
Resilience





Broad 
Support 
for 
FEMA 
Action



What has FEMA 
said?



Discussion
• What are you seeing in your states, cities when it comes to 

extreme heat? 

• What are the major gaps in federal resources and programs?

• What would make for effective heat resilience policy?



T H A N K S
gsarritobar@biologicaldiversity.org
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